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Lead Time and Allocation Update

Bigger isn’t always better!  The trend in 
SMD resistors and capacitors is toward ever 
smaller form factors. New manufacturing 
technologies are enabling higher load 
capacities within the same form factor. In 
ceramic capacitors (in particular MLCC’s), 
miniaturisation has been dramatic.

The goal for R&D is to be designing out big 
sizes on legacy designs and only designing 
in smaller sizes on new projects. 0402 
should be the norm with 0201 being used 
where needed. 01005 and smaller requires 
a significant step up in process capability, 
which equates to premium prices.  
In addition, there is also a very limited 
choice of values in these very small 
package sizes.

Case sizes 0603, 0805 and 1206 are 
frequently being referred to as ‘legacy’ within 
the supply chain. The reduction in size has 
a huge impact on component manufacturing 
efficiency and storage space.  

With the worldwide demand vs. capacity 
issues within electronic component market 
you can see why component OEMs  
are accelerating ending manufacture of 
larger devices.

The electronics components shortage 
crisis remains a hot topic and there’s no 
definitive answer as to when it will end.  

Many manufacturers have announced 
extended lead times and many products 
are on allocation. As a result, we are 
seeing price increases across different 
manufacturers and commodities.

We regularly meet with our suppliers to 
review demand and forecast and look 
at lead time updates regularly to try and 
ensure continuity of components. 

To ensure your production is not disrupted 
please review your requirements and let us 
know of any peaks coming along.

“We are happy  
to talk to you  
and/or facilitate  
supplier meetings  
as needed.”

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE ... Bigger Can Be Better – An Overview of NOTE’s  
Manufacturing Units - P2-3  •  The Annual Staff Party - P4
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Bigger  
can be 
better 

On Thursday 1st November 2018, it was 
announced that NOTE acquired all shares 
in Speedboard Assembly Services. This 
is good news, an exciting new stage in 
Speedboard’s life. It’s a great opportunity 
to build on what Speedboard have already 
achieved and strengthen our market 
position – which is good for our customers, 
suppliers and employees.

Who are NOTE?

NOTE is one of the leading EMS partners in 
northern Europe, manufacturing high end 
electronics on assignment from customers 
at state-of-the-art plants across Europe 
and Asia.

NOTE produces PCBAs, subassemblies, 
and increasingly, box build products. 
NOTE’s products are embedded in complex 
systems used in applications including 
electronic control, surveillance and  
security.  Most of NOTE’s customers are  
active in medtech, defence, manufacturing, 
communication and high-end consumer 
electronics. 

Key Facts

• History: Founded in 1999 

• Employee headcount: 
Around 1050 

• Manufacturing units: 
Sweden, Finland, the UK, 
Estonia and China 

• Share: NOTE’s initial public 
offering was in 2004. The 
share is quoted on Nasdaq 
Stockholm.  

STONEHOUSE – UK

NOTE UK has an onsite purchasing 
team, with local supplier networks 
for customer specific items, while 
maintaining the benefits of NOTE’s 
central sourcing for high-demand items.

It specialises in prototyping and low-
to-midsize volume PCBA services. 
We can support customers in new 
product development, DFM and test, 
rapid prototyping, PCBA and box 
build services, and direct and indirect 
aftersales servicing for products in  
the field.

WINDSOR – UK

Speedboard in Windsor, a part of 
the NOTE Group, serve customers 
in a variety of market sectors, 
including Industrial & Instrumentation, 
Aerospace & Defence, Medical, 
Communications & Broadcast, Safety 
& Security and Transport.
 
The facility offers a broad range of 
electronic manufacturing services, 
ranging from traditional build-to-print 
through to full lifecycle; prototyping, 
full production, packaging, delivery  
to end customer, repairs and after 
sales support.

Riddle
... 

What has many keys 
but can’t open a 

single door?



TORSBY – SWEDEN 

The site in Torsby specialises in 
manufacturing products for harsh 
environments and creating the 
associated test solutions.

It provides services for complete 
product lifecycles, with engineering 
services, pre-production and 
industrialisation services delivered by 
NOTE Lab, flexible serial production 
of PCBAs, box build and cabinets, 
and aftermarket services. 

NORRTÄLJE – SWEDEN

The Norrtälje site specialises in 
manufacturing that requires high 
technological competence, such as 
the medtech, industrial, defence, 
surveillance and security sectors, 
as well as products with challenging 
logistics chains and/or short time  
to market. 

The site also offers cleanroom 
manufacturing for microelectronics 
assembly and various types of bonding.

LUND – SWEDEN

NOTE’s Lund site has a great track 
record supporting customers on fast 
prototyping and engineering services 
to ensure cost-efficient, robust designs.

It provides services for complete 
product lifecycles, with engineering 
services, pre-production and 
industrialisation services delivered by 
NOTE Lab, flexible serial production 
of PCBAs and box build, and 
aftermarket services.

HYVINKÄÄ – FINLAND

The site in Hyvinkää has specialised 
skills within the areas of security and 
power supply, providing services 
for complete product lifecycles, with 
engineering services, pre-production 
and industrialisation services 
delivered by NOTE Lab, flexible serial 
production of PCBAs and box build, 
and aftermarket services.

PÄRNU – ESTONIA

The Pärnu site offers complete, lower-
cost manufacturing solutions with 
easy access to the European market. 
The manufacturing capabilities include 
manufacturing and engineering 
services, PCB assembly, NPIs, box 
build, aftersales, build-to-order and 
configure-to-order services.

NOTE Pärnu offers high-mix 
manufacturing solutions supporting 
the needs of customers in and  
outside the EU.

An Overview of  
NOTE’s Manufacturing Units

TANGXIA – CHINA

NOTE’s site in Tangxia offers 
complete turnkey solutions from 
engineering services through to 
volume manufacture, plus product 
lifecycle services. NOTE’s logistics 
setup is an additional assurance of 
short lead-times.

It focuses on industrialisation and 
the volume manufacture of labour-
intensive products. NOTE offers 
high-mix manufacturing solutions 
supporting the needs of customers  
in and outside the EU.
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Celebrating  
35 Years
— The Annual 
Staff Party  

Speedboard hosted its annual 
staff party in September 2018.  
The party was organised by a 
committee of employees and 
what a great job they did.  We 
enjoyed a BBQ at the Tithe 
Barn in Hurley, although it  
was eaten inside due to the 
cooler weather. 

The band ‘Badgers Lots of 
Them’ got people on the 
dance floor. It was great to see 
everyone enjoying themselves 
and having such fun dancing.

It was also a celebration of 
Speedboard’s 35 years in 
business and a chance to thank 
employees for their support and 
hard work in helping us reach 
this milestone.

Thanks to everybody who 
attended and made it a great 
evening. Also, a big thank you 
to the  organising committee 
for doing such a great job.  We 
hope you enjoy the photos!

At our staff party, we said 
farewell to Gwynne Jones and 
wished him a long and happy 
retirement. Gwynne joined 
Speedboard in January 2008 
as our Delivery Driver.  Prior to 
joining Speedboard, Gwynne 
was the Sous Chef to the 
Royal Family for over 25 years. 
Gwynne, whose HQ was at 
Buckingham Palace, travelled 
extensively with the Royal 

Family, including cooking on 
the Royal Yacht Britannia, and 
was awarded a Royal Victorian 
Medal among others.  

We also said goodbye to three 
members of the Through Hole 
team, Armida Pierro, Shinder 
Semi and Surinder Kaur, in 
June 2018.  Collectively they 
accumulated an impressive 43 
years’ service at Speedboard, 

and we wish them all a happy 
retirement full of days doing 
they want, when they want.  

Thank you for all the years of 
hard work and dedication.  Best 
wishes from all the team at 
Speedboard for many relaxing 
years ahead.

People News

Riddle
Answer

... 

A piano


